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The INTRODUCTION. 


LTHOUGH the following Account of 
A what Gop has done for my Soul, will un- 
| doubtedly be ditterently judged of by diffe- 
rent People; vet, fince I believe a ſingle Eye to 
Gop's Glory moves me to write, and I find myſelf 
much preſſed in Spirit to publiſh it ar this Time, I am 
not in the leaſt ſolicitous about the Reception it will 
meet with in the World. | 
The Penefitl have received from reading the Lives 
of others, the Examples we have in Scripture of the 
facred Authors compofing their own Hittories, and 
more eſpecialiy the Aſſutance I vave had from the 
Holy Spirit, in bringing many Thizgs to mv Remem- 
branee, which otherwiſe 1 ſhouia have forgotten, 
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ſeemed to me Reaſons ſufficient to juſtiſy my Con- 
duct in the Sight of Gop and good Men. 

Further, as Gop has been pleaſed of late to call 
me to a public Work, I thought his Children would 
de glad to know how I was trained up for it.— And 
tho' ſome may think this had been as well deferred 
till after my Death, or wrote by ſome other Perſon, 
yet I thought it might be more benchicial, and be bet- 
ter credited, if wrote with my own Hand, and pub- 
liſhed whilſt I was yet alive. 

In the Accounts of good Men which I have read, 
I have obſerved that the Writers of them have been 
partial. They have given us the bright, but not the 
dark Side of their Character. This, I think, pro- 
ceeded from a kind of pious Fraud, leſt mentioning 
Perſons Faults ſhould encourage others in Sin.—lIt 
cannot, I am ſure, proceed from the Wiſdom which 
cometh from Above.—The ſacred Writers give an 
Account of their Failings as well as their Virtues. 
Peter is not aſhamed to confeſs that with Oaths and 
Curſes he thrice denied his Maſter; nor do the 
Evangeliſts make any Scruple of telling us, that out of 
Mary Magdalene Jeſus Chriſt caſt ſeven Devils. 

I have therefore endeavoured to follow their 
Example.—I have ſimply told what I was by Nature, 
as well as what I am by Grace.— l am not over cau- 
tious as to any ſuppoſed Conſequences, ſince none can 
be hurt by theſe but ſuch as hold the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs —To the pure all things will be pure. 

As I have often wiſhed, when in wy beſt Frames, 
that the firſt Years of my Life might be put down as 
a Blank, and had no more in Remembrance, ſo I 
could almoſt with now to paſs them over in Silence. — 
But as they will, in ſome Degree, illuſtrate Gop's 
Dealings with me in my riper Years, I ſhall, as I 
am able, give the following brief Account of them. 
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| SECT L 
From my Infancy, till my being for ſome Time 
at the Univerſity. 


Was born in G/ouceſter, in the month of December, 
174. My Father and Mother kept the Be// Jun. 
The former died when I was two Years old; the lat- 
ter is now alive, and has often told me how: ſhe en- 
dured fwnrteen + ecks Siekneſs after ſhe brought me 
into the Worid; but was ulcd to fay, even when ! 
was an Infant, that ſhe expected more Comfort from 
me than any other of her Children. This, with the 
Circumſtance of my being born in an Inn, has been 
often of Service to me in exciting my Endeavours to 
make good my Mother's Expectations, and fo follow 
the Example of my deait Saviour, who was born in 

a Manger b<lovging to an Inn. | 
My very infant Years muſt neeeſſarily not be men- 
tioned; yet I can remember ſuch early Stirrings of 
Corruption in my Heart, as abundantly eonvinces me 
that | was conceived and born in Sin;—that in me 
dwelleth no good Thing by Nature, and that if Gon 
had not freely prevented me by his Grace, I muſt 
ha ve deen for ever baniſhed from his divine Preſence. 
I. can truly fay I was froward from my Mother's 
Wornb.—l was ſo brutifh as to hate Inftruetion, aud 
uied purpoſely to ſhun all Opportunities cf receiving 
it.— i can date ſome very early Acts of Uncleanneſs. 
il ſoon gave pregnant Proofs of an impudent Tem- 
per.—Lying, filthy Talking, and foolifh feiting I was 
much addicted te, even when very young.—Soime- 
times l uſed to curſe, if not fwear.—Stealing from my 
Mother I thought no theft at all, and uſed to make 
no Scruple of taking Money out of her Pocket before 
ſhe was up.—l have trequent'y betrayed my ruſt, 
and have more than once ſpent Money | took in the 
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1 
Houſe, in buying Fruits, Tarts, «4c. to ſatisfy my 
ſenſual Appetite. Numbers of Sabbaths have | bro- 
ken, and generally nſed to behave myſelf very irre- 
verently in Gop's Sanctnary.—Much Money have I 
fpent in Plays. and in the common Entertainments of 
the Age.—Cards, and reading Romances, were my 
Heart's Delight.—Often have I joined with others in 
playing rogutſh Tricks, but was generally, if not al- 
ways, happily detected. For this l have often ſince, 
and do now bleſs and praite Gor. | 

It would be endleſs to recount the Sins and Offences 
of my younger Days. They are more in Number than 
the Hairs of my Head. —My Heart would fail me at 
the Remembrance of them, was I not aſſured that 
my Redeemer liveth, ever to make Interceſſion for 
me. However the young Man in the Goſpel mighr 
hoaſt how he had kept the Commandments from his 
Youth, with Shame and Confufion of Face I confeſs, 
that I have broken them all from my Youth. —W hat- 
ever foreſeen Fitneſs for Salvation others may talk of 
and glory in, I difclaim any ſuch Thing; if I trace 
myſelf from my Cradle to my Manhood, I can ſee 
nothing in me but a Fitneſs to be damned.—l1 ſpeak 
the Truth in Chriſt, I lie not. If the Almighty had 
not prevented me by his Grace, and wrought moſt 
powerfully upon my Soul, quickening me by his free 
Spirit when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, I had now 
either been fitting in Darknefs, and in the Shadow of 
Death, or condemned, as the due Reward. of my 
Crimes, to be for ever lifting up my Eyes in Tor- 
ments. 

But ſuch was the free Grace of Gop to me, that 
tho” Corruption worked fo ſtrongly in my Soul, and 
produced ſuch early and bitter Fruits, yet I can recol- 
ect very early Movings of the ble ſſed Spirit upon my 
Heart, ſufficient to ſatisfy me that Gop loved me 
with an everlaſting Love, and ſeparated me even 
from my Mother's Womb, for tke Work to which he 
afterwards was pleaſed to call me. 

1 had 
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T had early ſome Convictions of Sin, and onee I 
remember, when ſome Perſons (as they frequently 
did) made it their Buſineſs to teaſe me, | immediate- 
ly retired to my Room, and kneeling down with 
many tears, prayed over that Pſalm wherein David 
ſo often repeats theſe Words, But in the Name of the 
Lord will I deſtroy them. I was always fond of being 
a Clergyman, uſed frequently to imitate the Miniſters 
reading Prayers, &c. Part of the Money I uſed ts 
ſteal from my Parent I gave to the Poor, and fome 
Books | privately took from others, (for which | have 
fince reſtored four - fold) | remember were Books cf 
Devotion. 

My Mother was very careful. of my Education, 
and always kept me in my tender Years (for which I 
never can ſufficiently thank her) from intermeddling 
in the leaſt with the public Buſineſs. 

About the tenth Year of my age, it pleaſed Go 
to permit my Mother to marry a ſecond time. It 
proved what the World would call an unhappy Match 
as for Temporals, but Gop over-ruled it for Good. — 
It ſet my Brethren upon thinking more than other- 
wiſe they would have done, and made an uncom- 
mon Impreſſion upon my own Heart in particular. 

When I was about twelve, I was placed at a School 
called St. Mary de Crypt in Glouceſter, the laſt Gram- 
mar School | ever went to. Having a goed Elocu- 
tion and Memory, I was remarked for making 
Speeches before the Corporation at their annual Vi- 
ſitation. But I cannot ſay I felt any Drawings of 
Gop upon my Soul for a Year or two, ſaving that I 
laid out fome of the Money that was given me on 
one of thoſe fore - mentioned Occaſions, in buyin 
K:n's Manual for Wincheſter Scholars, a Book that ha 
much affected me when. my Brother uſed to read it 
in my Mother's Troubles, and which, for tome Time 
after | bonght it, was ef great Benefit to my Soul. 

During the Time of my being at School, I was 
very fond of reading Plays, and have kept from School 
for Days together, to prepare myſelf for acting ow 
| | 7 
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My Maſter ſeeing how mine and my School: fellows 
Vein run, compoled ſomething of this Kind for us 
himſelf, and cauted me to dreſs myſelf in Girls Cloaths 
(which 1 had often done) to act a part before the 
Corporation. The Kemembrance of this has often 
covered me with Contujion of Face, and I hope will 
do. fo, even to the End of my Lite. 

And I cannot but here obſerve with much Concern 

of Mind, how this Way of training up Youth has a 
natural Tendency to debauch the Mind, to raiſe ill 
Paſſions, and to {tuff the Memory with things as con- 
trary to the Gofpet of 7. Corift, as Light to Dark- 
neſs, Heaven to Hell. However, tho' the firſt * 
I had to repent of was my Education i m general. 
I muſt a'ways acknowledge my particular Thanks are 
due to my Maſter, for tie great Pains he took with 
me and his other Schulars, in teaching us to ipeak and 
Write correctty. 

Before I was fifteen, ha as I thoughit, made a 
fufictent Progrets in the Gs and at the Bottom, 
longing ro be jet at Liberty from the Confinement of 

a School, I one Day told my Mother, Since her 
« Circumſtances would not permit her to give me an 
% Univerſity Education, more Learning 1 thought 
*« would {poi} me for a Tradeſman, and therefore I 
« judged it beſt not to learn Latiu any longer.“ She 
at firft refuſed to content, but my Corruptions ſoon 
got the better of her good Nature. Hereupon for 
tome Time I wenrt ro learn to write only. But my 
Mother's Circumitances being much on the Decline, 
and being tractable that Way, I from time io time 
began to affiſt her occaſionally in the public Honfe, 
till at ** put on my blue Apron and my Snuffers, 
waſhed Mops, cleaned Rooms, and, in one Word, 
became a profefied and common Drawer tor nigh a 
Year and a Half. 

But he who was with David when he was foll , w- 
ing the Sheep big with young, was with me even 
here. For rorwithſtending | was thus employed ina 
common Inn, and had tumetimes the Care of the 
whole 
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whole Houſe upon my Hands, yet I compoſt d tus 
or three Sermons, and dedicated one of them, in parti- 
lar, to my elder Brother. One time I remember I 
was much preſſed to Self-examination, and found my- 
ſelf very unwillingto look into my Heart.—Frequent- 
ly I read the Bible when fitting up at Night. See- 
ing the Boys go by to Sbhoot has often cut me to the 
Heart.—And a dear Youth (now with Gop) would 
often come intreating me, when ſerving at the Bar, 
to £0 to Oxford. My general anſwer was, I with I 
co 

After I had continued about a year in this ſervile 
Employment, my Mother was obliged to leave the 
Inn. My Brother who had been bred up for the 
Buſineſs, married ; whereupon all was made over to- 
him ; and I, being accuſtomed to the Houſe, it was 
agreed that I ſhould continue there as an aſſiſtant. 
But God's Thoughts were not as our Thoughts. 

By his good Providence it happened that my Siſter- 
in-law and I could by no Means agree; and at length 
the Reſentment grew to ſuch a Height. that my 
proud Heart would ſcarce fuffer me ro ſpeak to her 


for three Weeks together. But notwithſtanding L 


was much to blame, yet I uſed to retire and weep 


before the Lord, as Hagar, when fiying from her 


Miſtreſs Sarah, little th.nking that Gop, by this 


Means, was forcing me out of the public Buſineſs, 


and calling me from drawing Wine for Drunkards, 
to draw Water out of the Wells of Salyation for the 
Refreſhment of his ſpiritual 1/rael. 

After continuing for a long while under this burden 
of Mind, I at length reſolved (thinking my Abſence 
would make all Things eaſy) to go away. Accord- 
ingly, by the advice of my Brother and Conſent of 
my Mother, I went to ſee my elder Brother then 
ſettled at Briſtol. 

Here Gop was pleaſed to give me great Fore» 
taſtes of his Love, and fill me with ſuch unſpeakable 
Raptures, particularly once in St. John's Church, that 
1 was carried out beyond myſelf.— I felt great Hun- 
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grings and Thirſtings after the bleſſed Sacrament, and 
wrote many Letters tomy Mother, telling her I would 
never go into the public Employment again. Tho- 
mas a Kempis was my great delig't, and | was always 
impatient till the Bell rung to cal me to tread the 
Courts. of the Lord's Houte. But in the midſt of 
theſe Illuminations, ſomething ſerely whitpered, This 
would not laſt. | 

And indeed ſo it happened. For (Oh that I could 
write it in Tears of Blood!) When | left Briſtol (as I 
did in abo'it two Months) and returned to Clauceſler, 
] changed my Devotion with my Place. Alas! all 
my Fervour went off. —I had no Inciination to go to 
Church, or draw auigh unro Gop.—In fhort my 
Heart (the“ J had ſo lately taſted of his Love) was 
far from him. 

However, I had fo much Religion left, as to per- 
fiſt in my Reſubition nat to live in the Inn; and 
therefore my Mother gave me Leave, tho ſhe had 
bt a little Income, to have a Bed upon the Ground, 
and live at her Houſe. till Providence taould point out 
a Place for me | 

Having now, as | thougtt, nothing to do, it was 
a proper Seafon for Satan to tempt me. Much cf 
my Time | ſpent in reading Plays, and in fauntring, 
from Place to Place. I was careful to acorn my Bo- 
dy, but took little Pains to deck and beautify my 
ae mene Communications with my old s cheol-tel- 

ows ſoon corrupted my good Manners. —By ſeeing 

their vil Practices. the ſenſe of the Divine Preſence 
I had vouchſafed unto me infenſibly wore off my 
Miad. and | at length fel into an abominable ſecret 
Sin, the diimal Effects of which 1 bave felt, and 
greancd under ever ſince. 

But Gop, whoſe Gifts and Caltings are without 
Repcutance, werld let nething pluck me out of his 
Hands, tho' l was continually doing Deſpite to the 
Spirit of Grace. He ſaw me with Pity and Compat- 
lion, when lxing in my Blood. He paſſed by me, 

He 
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He ſaid unto me, Live, and even gave me ſome 
Foretight of his providing for me. 

One Mcrning, as I was reading a Play to my Si- 
ſter, ſaid I, * Siſter, Gop intends fomething for me 
« which we know: not of. As I have bcen diligent 
in Buſineſs, I believe many would gladly have me 
« for an Apprentice, but every Way ſeems to be 
cc barred vp, fo that I think Gop will provide for 
me ſome Way or other that we cannot apprehend.” 

How |. came to theſe Word I know not 
God afterwards fhewed me they came from him.— 
Having thus lived with my Mother for ſome conſider- 
able Time, a young Student, who was once my 
School-fellow, and then a Servitor of Penbrole-Col. 
ge, Oxford, came to pay my Mother a \ ifit. A- 
mongſt other Cenverſation, he told her how he had 
diſcharged all College Expences that Quarter, and 
received a Penny. Upon that my Mother immedi- 
ately cried out, This will do for my Son.“ 
Then turning to me, ſne ſaid. Will you go to Ox- 
ford, Cesrge? I rephed, Wh all ni Heart. Where- 
upon having the fame Friends that this young Stu- 
dent had, my Mother, withont delay, waited on 
them. They promiſed their intereſt ro get me a 
Servitor's Place in the ſame College. She then ap- 
plied ro my old Maſter, who much approved of my 
coming to School again. 

In about a W = went and re-entered myſelf, 
and being grown much in Stature, my Maſter ad- 
drefled me thus; I ſee, George, you are advanced in 
Stature, but your better Fart muſt needs have gone 
bectwards. This made me bluſh. He ſet me ſume- 
thing to tranſlate into Latin; and tho* 1 had made 
no Application to my Clafficks for ſo long a Time, 

yet I pad but one inconſiderable Fault in my Exer- 
ciſe, This, I believe, ſome what ſurprized my Ma- 
{t-r then, aud has afferded me Matter of Thanks and 
Pre iſe ever ſince. 

Being reſettled at School, 1 ſpared no Pains to go 
toward in my Bock. Gov was pleaſed to give me 
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his Bleſſing, and I learned much faſter than I did be · 
fore. But all this while I continued in ſecret Sin; 
and at length got acquainted with ſuch a Set of de- 
bauched, abandoned, atheiſtical Youths, that if Gop 
by his free, unmerited, and eſpecial Grace, had not 
delivered me out of their Hands, I ſhould long ſince 
have far in the Scorner's Chair, and made a Mock 
at Sin.—By keeping Company with them, my 
Thoughts of Religion grew more and more like 
theirs. —I went to public Service anly to make {port 
and walk about.—1 took Pleaſure in their lewd Con- 
verſation.—] began to reaſon as they did, and to aſk 
why God had given me Paſſions, and not permitted 
me to gratify them? Not conſidering that Gop did 
not originally give us theſe corrupt Paſſions, and that 
he had promiſed Help to withſtand them, if we 
would aſk it of him.—In ſhort, I ſoon made a great 
Proficiency in the School of the Devil. —l affected to 
look rakiſh, and was in a fair Way of being as infa- 
mous as the worſt of them. 

But (Oh ſtupendous Love!) God even here ſtop- 
ped me, when running on in a full Career to Hell. — 
For juſt as I was upon the Brink of Rnin, he gave 
me {uch a Diitaſte of their Principles and Practices, 
flat I diſcovered them to my Maſter, who ſoon put 
a Stop to their Proceedings. 

Being thus delivered out of the Snare of the Devil, 
began to be mere and more ſerious, and felt Gop 
at different Times working powerfully and convincing- 
ly upon my Soul One Day, in particular, as I was 
coming down Stairs, and overheard my Friends ſpeak- 
ing well of me, Gop ſo deeply convicted me of By - 
pocriſy, that tho“ I had formed frequent but incf- 
fectual Reſolutions before, yet I had then Power 
goon me over my ſecret and darling Sin. Notwith- 

anding, ſome Time after being overtaken in Liquor 
(as I have been twice or thrice in my Life-time) Sa- 
tam gained his uſual Advantage over me again.—An 
experimental Proof to my poor Soul, how that wick- 
ed One makes uſe of Men as Machines, working them 
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ud to juſt what he pleaſes, when by Intemperance 
they have chaſed away the Spirit of Gop from them! 

Being now near the {eventcenth Year of my Age, 
I was reſolved to prepare myſelf for the holy Sacra- 
ment, which I reccived on Chrifimas day. I began 

now to be more and more watchtul over my Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions. I kept the following E. 
ſulting Nedugſday and Friday thuty fix Hours toge- 
ther, —My Evenings, when I had done waiting upon 
my Mother, were generally ſpent in Acts of Devo- 
tion, readingDre/:z:c0u7t uponDeath, and other prac- 
tical Books, and I conſtantly went to publick Wor- 
ſhip twice a Day. Being now upper Boy, by Gop's 
_ Help I made ſome Reformation among!t my School- 
tellows. I was very diligent in reading and learning 
the Claſſicks. and in ſtudying my Creek Teſtament, 
but was not yet convinced of the abſolute Unlawtul- 
nes of playing at Cards, and of reading and ſeeing 
iiys, tho' I began to have ſome ſcruples about it, 
ear this Time I dreamed that I was to ſee Gop 
on ount Sal, but was afraid to meet him. This 
men great Impreſſion upon me. And a Gentle- 
W014 to Whom I told it, faid, George, this is a Call 
Fron 0D. 

Lril 1 grew more ſericus aſter this Dream; but 
yet tlypucrify crept imo every Action.—As once 1 
affected to look mere rakiſh, I now ſtrove to appear 
more grave than I really was. —_However, an un- 
commo't Concern and Alteration was viſible in m 
Behaviour, an often uſed to find fault with the 
Lightneſs of others. 

One Night, 23 1 was going on an Errand for my 
Mother, an unaccountable, but very ſtrong Impreſſion 
was made upon wy Heart that I ſhould preach and 
priut quickly. When 1 came tome, I innocently 
told my Mother whit bad befallen me; but ſhe 
(like 7eſcp5's Parents, when he tid them his Dream) 
turned ſhort upon me, crying vut, H does the Boy 
mean 2 Frithce old ity Tongue; or lometiing to that 
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Purpoſe. Gop las ſince ſhewn her from what that 
Impreſſion came. 

For s Twcilvemonta I went on in a Round of Du- 

ties, recciving the Sacrament montl:ly, fafling fre- 


quently, attending conſtantly on publick W eorſhip, 


and praying often more than twice a Day in private. 
One ot my Brothers uſed to tel me, He feared 
this would not hold long, and that I ſhoujd ſorget all 
when I came toGxferd. This Caution did me much 
Service, for it ſet me upon praying for Perſeve- 
rance : And under Go, the Preparation I made in 
the Country, was a Preſervative againſt the mani- 
fold Temptations which beſet me at my firſt coming 
to that ſeat of Learning. 

Being now near eighteen Years old, it was judged 
proper for me to go to the Univerſty. Gop had 
{weetly prepared my Way. The Friends before ap- 
plied to, recommended me tothe Maſter of Pembrote- 
College. Another Friend took np ten Pounds upon 
Bond (which | have ſince repaid) to defray the firſt 
Expence of entring ;—and the Miſter, contrary to 
all Expectations, admitted me Servitor immediately, 

Soon after my Admiſſion, | went and reſided, and 
found my having been uſcd to a Publick-houſe was 


now of Service 16 me. For many cf the Servitors - 


being ſick at my firſt coming up, by my diligent and 
ready Attendance, I ingratiaied myſelf intothe Gen- 
tlemen's Favour fo far, that many who had it in their 
Power choſe me to be their Serv itor. 

This much leſſened my Expence; and indeed, 
God was ſo graciors, that with the Profits of my 
Place, and ſome little Preſents made me by my kind 
Tutor, for almoſt the firſt three Years I did not put 
ail my Relations together to above 241. Expence. 
And it has cften grieved my Soul to ſee ſo mauy 
young Students {pending their Subſtance in extrava- 
gant Living, ard thereby intireiy vnfitting themtelves 
ler the Protccntion of their proper Studies. 

I had not been long at the Univerſity, before I 
found tc Benefit cf the Foundation 1 had laid in the 

Conntry 
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Country for a holy Life. I was quickly folicited to 


join in their Exceſs of Rint with ſeveral who lay in 


the ſame Room. Gop, in Aniwer to Prayer before 
put up, gave ine Grace to withſtand them; arid once 
in particular, it being cold, my Limbs were io be- 
numbed by fitting alone in my ot dy, becauſe I would 
n. t go out amongſt them, that | could ſcarce ſleep all 
Night. But I ſoon found the Benefit of not yielding: 
For when they perceived they c uld not prevail, they 
let me alone, as a ſingular odd Fellow. 

All this while 1 was not fully ſatisfied of the Sin of 
playing at Cards and reading Plays; till Gop p, a 
Faſt day was pleaſed to convince me. For, taking 
a Play, to read a Paſſage ot of it to a Friend, Gop 
ſtruck my Heart with ſuch Power, that I was obliged 
to lay it down again; and, bleſſed be his Name, I 
have not read any ſuch Book ſince. 

Before | went to the Uuiverlity, I met with Nr, 
Law's Sericas Call to a d:pout ie, but had nut then 
Money to purchaſe it. Soon alter my coming up to 
the Univeriſty, ſeeinga ſmall Edition of itin a Fr: nd's 
Hand, | ſfo0': precured it. Gop worked powertully 
upon my Soul, as he has ſince upon many others, by 
that and his other Preatiie upon Chriſtian Ferfe Tion.” 

| now began to pray and ſing Plalns thrice = very 
Day, beſides Morning and Evening, and 14 *alt every 
Friday, and to receive the Sacrament at a Pariſh- 
Church near our Coilege; and at the Caltle where the 
delpiicd Nictihodiits u d te recei e once 4 Month. 

The young Men, o called, were theu much talk- 
ed c at Chord. I had hicardeef, and loved them 
before i came to the Univeriity ; and to ſtrenuduſly 
detended them, when | heard them reviled. by the 
Students, that they began to think that I alſo in 1 ime 
{ho!:14 be one of them. 

For above a Twelvemontn, my Soul longed to be 
acquainted with fome of mem, and ! was ftrotgiy 


preiſed to follow their good Example, when | ſaw 


tlen go through à ridicuhng C: oud to rec ive the 
Holy Euchariſt at St. ]). — at lengiu Gop was 
B 2 ꝑleaſed 
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pleaſed to open a PO. Alt happe ned that a poor 


Voman in one cf tle Wor! houtes had att einpted to 
ent der Tkroat, bit. wa 102 DU J** revented. C 30 1 
hearing of this, and k ow nat both the Mr. 7 
lars were ready to cvery * Work, I ſent a poor 
aged Apple-woman of our College to inform Mr. 
Charles WWeflry of it, charging her not to diſcover 
who ſent her. She went; "but contrary to my Or- 
ders, toll my Name. Ile having heard of my com- 
ing to the Caſtle and a Parith-Chirch Sa acrament, 2nd 
having met me frequently walking by myſelt, follow- 
ed the woman when the was g ne away, ard ſent 
an Invitation to me by her, to come to Breakfait with 
him the next Mornin 

I thankfully embrace d the Opportunity; and, bleſſ- 
ed be Cop, it was cne 6: the moſt profit: ble * His 1 
ever made in my Life — My Soul, at that Time, 
was a-thirſt for ſome ſpir itual Friends to lift np iay 
Hands when they hung down, and to ſtrengthen my 
feeble Knees. He ſoon dilcovercd it, and like a wile 
Winner of Souls, made all his Diſcourſe; tend that 
Wavy.—And whea he had put inte my Hands Pro- 
ſeſſor Frau's Creatife agamt the Fear of Man, and a 
Book, intitled, 779 Country Parſons Advice to his 
Pariſhioners (che laſt of which was wonderiuity bleſſed 
to my Soul) I took my Neuve. 

In a ſhort Time ke let me have another Book, 
intitled, The Lift of Cod in the Sorrel of Man; and 
tho“ | had tated, watched and praved, and received 
the Sacrament 05 — vet ncver knew what true 
Religion was, till Gop lent mc that Treatiſe by the 
Hands of my never to be forgotten Friend. 

At my firſt reading it, I wondered what the Au- 
thor meant by ſaying, * That ſome fallely placed 
Religion in going to Church, doing Hurt to no one. 
being co: Mtanr i in the Duties of the Cloſer, and now 
and then reaching ont their lands to give Alms to 
their poor Neigibonrs.' —Alas! thought I, © If 
this be not Religion, w! hat is?“ Gop ſoon ſhcwed me. 
For in Reading a ſew Lines further, that true Re- 

« tzicn 
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&& won Was an Union of the Soul with Gop, and 
« Chriſt formed within »s;” a Ray ef divine Light 
was intantanlouſly darted in upon my Soul, and 
trom that Moment, but not till then, did | know that 
1 muſt be a new Creature. 

Up-n this (kke the Woman of Samaria, when 
Chriſt revealed himſelf to her at the Well) I had no 
Reit in my Soul till I wrete Letters to my Relations, 
telling them there was ſuch a Thing as the New- 
birth—I imavincd they would have gladly received 
it.— But alas! my Words ſeemed to them as idle 
Tiles!— hey thouglt that J was going beſides my- 
ſeit, and by their Letters confirmed me in the Reſo- 
lutions I had taken not to go down into the Country, 
but continue where J was, leſt that by any Means 
the good Wk which Gop had begun in my Soul, 
might be made of none Effect. 

From time to time Mr. Weſley permitted me to 
come unto him, and inſtructed me as | was able to 
bear it.—Ey Degrees he introduced me to the reſt 
of his Chrittian Brethren, — They built me up daily in 
the Knowledge and Fear of Gor, and taught me to 
endure Hardneſs like a good Soldier of 7% Chrift. 

I now began, like them, to live by Rule, and to 
pick up the very Fragments of my Time, that not 
a M ment of it might be Joſt, Whether I ate er 
drauk, or whatſoever | did, | endeavoured to do all 
to the Glory of Gap. Like them, having no week- 
ly Sacrament. (altho* the Rubrick required it) at our 
own College, I received every Sunday at Chriſt Church. 
1 joined with them in keeping the Stations by faſting 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, and left no Means unuſed, 
which I thought would lead me nearer to Fe/#us Chriſt. 

Regular Retire ment, Morning and Evening, at firſt 
found ſome Difficuity in ſubmitting to; but it ſoon 
| Ar profitable and delightful. As I grew ripe for 

uch Exerciſes, I was from time to time engaged to 
viſit the Sick and the Priſoners, and to read to poor 
People, till I made it a Cuſtom, as moſt of us did, ta 
Ipend an Hour every Day in doing Acts of Charity. 
B 3 The. 
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The Courſe of my Studies I ſoon intirely changed; 
whereas, before I was buſied in Studying the Dry 
Sciences, and Pooks that went no farther than the 
Surface, I now reſolved to read only ſuch as entered 
into the Heart of Religion, and which led me direct- 
ly into an experimental Knowledge of 7% Chriſt; 
and him crucified.— The lively Oracles ot Gop were 
my Soul's Delight. — i he Bcok of the divine Laws 
was ſeldom out of my Hands; I meditated therein 
Day and Night, and ever ſince that Gop has made 
my Way ſignally proſperous, and given n.e abundant 
Succeſs, 

God enabled me to do much Good to many, as 
well as to receive mucn from the deſpiied Me thodiſts, 
and made me inſtrumental in converting one who is 
lately come ont into the Church, and, I truſt, ill 
prove a d ruing and a ſhining Light. 

Several ſnort Fits of Ilnefs was Gop pleaſed to 
viſit nd try me with, after my firſt Acquaintance 
with ir. . My new Convert was a Help-meet 
tor m< in tot and in all other CircumCgances; and 
in Companz with him, and ſeveral other Chriſtian 
Friends, did 1 ſpend many ſweet and delightful 
Hor: Lever did Perſons, I believe, ſtrive more 
earneſt! to enter in at the {trait Gate. They kept 
their Bodies under, even to an Extreme. They wei e 
dead to the World, and willing to be acconnted as 
the Dung aud Ciisconring of all things, ſo that they 

might wm C/ Vi. Their Hearts glowed with the 
Love of Gor, and they never proffered fo much in 
the inwa:d Man, as w hen they had all Manner of 
Evil ſpoken againſt them falicly without. 

Many came amongſt them for a while, who, in 
Time of Temptation, fell away.—The Biſplæaſure 
of a Tutor or Head of a College, the changing of a 
Gown from a lower to the higher Degree ; above all, 
a Thirſt fer the Praiſe of Men, more than that which 
cometh from Go», and a {crvile Fear of Contempt, 
cauſed Numbers that had ſet their Haad ro the Plow, 
mame fully to look back, —The World (aud not them- 
fe ly es) 
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ſelves) gave them the Title of Methodiſts, I ſuppoſe 
from their Cuitom of regulating their Time, and 
planning the Butine!s of the Day every Morning.— 
Mr, Fob and Charles Ile//:ys, were two of the firſt 
that thus openly dared to confeſs Chriſt; and they, 
under Gop, were the {ſpiritual Fathers of moſt of 
them.—They had the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Work 
of the Lord proſper in their Hands before they went 
to Ceorgia. Since tlieir Return, the ſmall Grain of 
Muſtard-lced has {prung up apace.---It has taken deep 
Root. —lt is growing into a great Tree.—Ere long 
I truſt it will fill the Land, and Numbers of Souls 
wii come from the Eaft and trom the Weſt, from 
the North and from the South, and lodge under the 
Branches of it, 

Bit to return. Whit I was thus comforted on 
every vide, by daily converſing with ſo many Chri- 
ſtian Friends. God w FY plealed to permit Satan to 
{itt me = Wheat. A general Account of which, 
'F thall, he divine Aſtiitance, give in the follow- 
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A brief and ſummary Account of my Tempe 
tations. 


T my firſt ſetting out, in Compaſſion to my 
Weaknci-, 1 crew in Favour both with Go 
and Man, aud deu to be much liſted up with ſenſible 
Devotion, eſpecialiv at the bleſſed Sacrament. 
But when Religion began to take Root in my Seart, 
and I was fully convinced my Soul muſt totally be 
renewed ere it could fee Gop, I was viſited with 
outward and inward Trials. 
The firſt thing I was called to give up fer Gop, 


was what the \; orld call: my fair reputation. 1 
ha 
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had no ſooner received the Sacrament publickly on a 
Week-day at St. Mary's, but T was ſet up as a Mark 
for all the polite Stndents that knew me to ſhoot at. 
By this they knew that I was commenced Metiodiit ; 
for tho” there is a Sacrament at the Beginning of 
every Term, at which ail, eſpecially the Seniors, are, 
by Statute, obliged to be preſent; yet fo dreadfully 
has that once faithful City played the Harlot, that 
very few hiaſters, and no Under-graduates (but the 
Methodiits) attend upon it. 

Mr. Charles Neſey (whom I muſt always mention 
with the greateſt Deference and Reſpect) walked with 
me (in order to confirm me) trom the Church even 
to the College.— l confeis, to my Shame, I would 
gladly have exculed him; and the next Day going to 
his Room, one of our Fellows paſſing by, I was a- 
{ſhamed to be ſeen to knock at his Door. Eut, blefi> 
ed be Gop, this Fear of Man gradually wore off, — 
As I had imitated Necodermmus in his Cowardice. io, 
by the divine Aſſiſtance, 1 followed him in his Cou- 
rage. I confeſſed the Nethudiits more and more 
publickly every Day.—l waiked open!y with them, 
and choſe rather to bear Contempt with thoſe People 
of GoD, than to enjoy the Applauſe of Almoſt-Chri- 
ſtians for a Scaſon. 

Soon after this I incurred the Diſpieaſure of the 
Maſter of the College, who frequently chid, and onee 
tin eatened ro expel me, if ever I viiited the Poor 
agiin.— Being ſurprized by this reatment, and over- 
awed by his Authority, I ſpake unadviſedly with 
my Lips, and ſaid, if it diſpleaſed him, I would not. 
iy Conſcience ſoon pricked me ſor this ſinful 
Compliance. I immediately repented, and viſited the 
Poor the firſt Opportunity, and told my Companions 
x ever I was called to a Stake ſor Chriſi's Sake, I 
would ſerve my Tongue as Archbiſhop Craumer ſerv- 
ed his Hand, vg. make that burn firſt. 5 

My Tutor being a moderate Man, did not oppoſe 
me much, but thought, I believe, that I went a little 
too far. He lent me Books, gave me Money, 


vilited 


( 22 
Viſited me, and ſurniſhed me with a Phyſician when 
fick. in ſhort, he behaved in all reſpects like a Fa- 
ther; and Itruſt Cop will remember him for Good, 
in aniwer to the many Prayers I have put up in his 
Behalt. 

My Relations were quickly alarmed at the Altera- 
tion of my Behaviour, conceived ſtrong, Prejudices 
againſt me, and, for ſome Time, counted my Life 
Madneſs, —I daily underwent ſome Conte mpt at Col- 
lege. Some have thrown Dirt at me; others, by 
Degrees, took away their Pay from me. And two 
Friend:, that were dear to me, grew thy of, and 
forſc oh me, when they ſaw me reivlved to deny my- 
ſelf, rake up m. Croſs daily, and follow 7 he iſt. 
— But our Lord, by his Spirit, ſen conviteed me 
that « muſt kae one ater the Flem; and I ſoon 
found that Promi literally ſuilkled, “ That no one 
&© hath left Fatucr or Mather, Brethren or Siſters, 
« Kunſes or Lands, for Chrif/”s Sake and the Goſ- 
ce peP:, but he {hall receive a hundred fold ia this 
ce Lite, with Perſecution, as well as eternal Life in 
c the N or ld to come.“ 

1 hete, they? little, were uſe Trials. They in- 
vred mie to Contempt, leiſencd Seli-iove, ard taught 
me to die daily.—iy inward Sufferisgs were of a 
more nncommon Nature. — Satam ſeemed to have de- 
fired me in particular to fift me as heat. GOD 
permitted him, fer wile reaſons I have icenalready, 
viz, that his future Bieſüngs migitt not prove my 
Ruin. 

From my firſt Awakenings to the divine Life, I felt 
a particular hungering and tnirſting after the Humility 
of Je Chriſt. —N:ight and Day 1 prayed to be a 
Partaker of that Grace, imagining that the Habit of 
Humility would be inſtantanconſy infuſed into my 
Soul. But as Gideon taugat the Men of Succoih with 
Thorns, ſo Gop (if am yet in any vieafure bleſſ- 
ed with true poverty of Spirit) taught it me by the 
Exercite of ſtrong 'Temptations. 

OY I cb- 
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I obſerved before how I uſed to be favoured with 
ſenſible Devotion; thoſe Comforts were ſoon with- 
drawn, and an horrible Fearfulneſs and Dread per- 
mitted to overwhelm my Soul. —One Morning in par- 
ticular, riſing from my Bed [1 felt an unnſual Impreſ- 
ſion and Weight upon my Breaſt, attended with in- 
ward Darkneis.—l applied to my Friend Mr. Charl-s 
Me ſley; —he adviſed me to keep upon my Watch, 
and referred me to a Chapter in X «p73. 

In a ſhort Lime I perceived this Load gradually 
creaſe. till it alinoſt weighed me down, and fully 
convinced me that Sata had as real a Poſſeſſion of, 
and Power given over wy Body, as he had once 
over Je- All Power of m<ditating, or even think- 
ing, was taken from me. My Memory quite failed 
me. My whole Soul was barren and dry, and [ 
could fancy myſelf to be like nothiag ſo much as a 
Man locked up in Iron Armour. 

Whenever I knceled down, I felt great Heavings 
in my Body and have often prayed under the Weight 
of them till the Sweat came through me. At this 
Time S. it. u uſed to terrif me mach, and threatened- 
to punifh me if i diſcovered his Wies. it being my 
Duty, as Servitor, ia my Turn to knock at the 
Gentlemens' Rooms by Ten at Night, to fee who 
were in their Rooms, | thought the Devil would 
appear to me cvery Stair I went up.— and he io 
troubled me when | lay down to Keſt, that for ſome 
Weeks | {carce flept above three Hours at a Time. 

Gop only knows how many Nights | have lata up- 
on my ed, groaning under the Weight | iclt, and 
bidaing Satan depart from me in the Name of Fe/as.. 
Whole Days and Weeks have] fpent in lying pro- 
ſtrate on the Ground, and beging for Freedom from 
thoſe proud helliſn houghts that uſed to crowd in 
upon, and diſtract my Soul. — But GOD made Satan 
drive out Satau—PFor theſe 7 hougi:ts and Suggel- 
tions created {ich a Selſ- \bhorrence within me, nat 
I never ceaſed wreſtiing with Go, till he bleed me 
with a Victory over them. —Scit-lcve, Self- ill, Pride 


and 
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and Envy, ſo buTetted me in their Turns, that I was 
reſolved either to die or conquer.—l wanted to fee 
Sin as it was, but feared, at the ſame time, leſt the 
Sight cf it thould terrify me to Death. 

w hiltt my inward Man was thus exerciſed, my 
outward Man was not unemployed. I ſoon found 
what a ſlave | had been to my ſenſual Appetite, and 
now reſolved to get the Maſtery over it by the Help 
of Jcſus Chriſi.—Accordingly, by Degrees i began 
to lcave off eating Fruits and ſuch like, and gave the 

Money 1 uſually ſpent in that Way to the Poor. — 
Afterward I always choſe the worſt Sort of Food, 
tho*' my Place furniſhed me with Variety.—!l faſted 
twice a Week. — My Apparel was mean.—] thought 
it unbecoming a Penitent to have his Hair powdered. 
Il wore woolen Gloves, a patched Gown and dirt 
Shoes :—ard thc* | was then convinced that the King- 
dom of Cop did not confiſt in Meats and Drinks, yet 
1 reſolutely perſiſted in theſe voluntary Acts of Selt- 
denial, becauſe I ſound them great Promoters of the 
ſpiritual Life. 

For many Months I went on in this State, faint, 
yet purſuing, and travelling along in the dark, in 
hope thut the Star Ihad (before once) ſeen, would here- 
airer appear again.—During this Seaſon | was very 
active; but finding Pride creeping in at the End of 
almoſt every Ihought, Word and Action, and meet- 
ing with Caſtaniga Spiritual Combat, in which he 
ſays, “ That he that is employed in mortitying his 
„Will, was as well employed as tho* he was con- 
ce virtipg Indians, or Words to that Effect. Satax 
ſo imgoſed up ry Underſtanding, that he perſuaded 
me to fit myieif up in my St::dy, til I could do 
good with a ſingle &ye, left in endeavouring to fave 
oth: rs, as I did now, 1 ſhould, ar laſt, by Pride and 
Seif-cemplacence, 1: ſe myſelf. 

Henccſorward he transformed himfelf into an An- 
gel of Light, and worked ſo artfully, that I imagined 
the good, and not the evil Spirit juggeſted to me 
every Thing that I cid. 

His 
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His main Drift was to l. ad me into a ſtate of Quie- 
tiſm. (e generally plow ed with Gop's Heir) and 
When ile Beoly Spirit put into my Hoa good 
Tho! 735 or Convictions, he always drive ilivm to 
Extremes. For Inſtance, having out of C-ido, ut 
down in ray Diary what l gave away, Sata tow pred 
me to lay my Diary quite amc. — When Cui 
adviſed to talk but li. Saturn aide muſt not talk 
at all. So tliat , d to be tie molt forward 
in exhorting my Ti ant ns, have fat white Ni vis 
almcit without {peo at all. Again, when C. u- 
uiza adviſed to endeavcur after a {cnt Re cellectiun 
and waiting upon Gop, Satan told ius muſt leave 
off all Forms, and not uſe my \ vice in Prayer at all. 
— The Time would {ail mern i ion all the inſtua:ices 
of this Kind in which he had deggited me. But 
when Matters came to an Extreme, Gep always 
ſhewed me my Error, and, by his *pirit, pointed out 
a Way for me to eſcape. 

The Devil alſo ſadly impoſed upon me in the 
Matter of my College Exerciſes.— * henever Ii en- 
deavoured to compule my Theme, I had no Power 
to write a Word, nor fo much as tell my Chriſti- 
an Friends of my Inability to do n. Sauurday being 
come (which is the Day the Studenis give up their 
Compolitions) it was ſuggeſted to me, that | muſt go 
down into the Hall, and coniels I could not make a 
Theme, and ſo publickly ſuffer, as if it were for my 
Maiter's Sake. When the Bell rung to call us, I 
went to open the Door to go don ſtairs, but feeling 


ſomcthing give we a violent inward Check, I entered 


my <tudy,and continued inſtant in Prayer, waiting the 
Event. —For this my Tutor ined me half àa Crown. 
The next Weck Satay ferved me in lie Manner 
again; — But having now got more Strength, and 
percgiving no inwaid Check, l went into the Hall, — 
My Name being called, 1 ſtood up, and told my 
Tutor | could not make a Theme. —l think he fined 
me a ſecond Time; but imagining that 1 world 
not wilingly neglect my Excrcite, he afterwards cal- 
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led me into the common Room, and kindly enquired 


whether any Misfortune had befallen me or what 


was the Keaſon I could not make a Theme ? I burſt 
into Tears and affured him that it was not out of 
Contempt of Authority, but that I could not act 
otherwiſe. Then at length he ſaid, he believed I could 
not ; and when he leſt me, told a Friend (as he very 
well might) that he took me to be really mad 
This friend hearing from my Tutor what had hap- 
pened, came to me urging the Command in Scrip- 
ture to be ſubject to the higher Powers. I anſwer- 
ed, Yes; but I had a new Kevelation. Lord, what 
is Man! 

As I daily got Strength, by continued, tho* al- 
moſt ſilent Prayer, in my Study, my Temptations 
grew ſtronger alſo, particularly for two or three Days 
before Deliverance came · Near five or ſix Weeks I 
had now ſpent in my Study, except when I was o- 
bliged to go out. During this Time T was aghting 
with my Corruptions, anddid little elſe beſides knee 
ing down by my Bed-ſide, feeling as it were a heavy 
preſſure upon my Body, as well as an unſpeakable 
Oppreſſion of Mind, yet offering up my oul to Gop, 
to do with me as it pleaſed him. It was now ſug- 

ſt-d to me, that 7eſs Chriſt was amongſt the will 

aſts when he was tempred, and that | oughtto fol- 
low his Example; and being willing as | thought, 
to imitate , Chriſt, after Supper I went into 
Chriſt- Church Walk, near our College, and continued 
in ſilent Prayer under one of the Tree: for near two 
Hours, ſometimes lying flat on my Face, ſometimes 


5 kneeling upon my Knees, all the while filled with 


Fear and Concern left {ome of my B. thren ſhould be 
overwhelmed with Pride. The niglu being ſtormy, 
it gave me awful thoughts of the Day of judgment. 
I continued | think till the great Bell rung for Re- 
tirement to the College, not without finding ſome Re- 
luctance in the natural Man againſt itaying to long 


in the Cold. 
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The next Night I repeated the ſame Exerciſe at 
the ſame Place. But the Hour of Extremity being 
now come, Gop was pleaſed to make an open Shew 
of thoſe Diabolical Devices by which Ihad been de- 
ceived. 

By this Time I had left off keeping my Diary, 
uſing my Forms, or ſcarce my Voice in Prayer, viſit- 
ing the Priſoners, &c. Nothing remained for me to 
leave, unleſs I forſook publick Worſhip, but my re- 
ligious Friends.—Now it was ſuggeſted that I muſt 
leave them alſo for Chriſt's Sake. — This was a fore 
Trial, but rather than not be, as I fancied, Chriſt's 
Diſciple, I reſolved to renouce them, tho? as dear 
to me as my own Soul. —Accordingly the next Day 
being Wedneſday, whereon we kept one of our week- 
ly Faſts, inſtead of meeting with my Brethren as ve 
ſal, I went out in the Fields, and I prayed ſilently 
by myſelf. —Our evening meeting I neglected alſo, 
and went not to Breakfaſt according to Appointment, 
with Mr. Charles Weſley the Day follow ing. This, 
with many cther concurring Circumſtances, made my 
honoured Friend, Mr. Charles Weſley, ſuſpect ſome- 
thing more than ordinary was the Matter. He came 
to my Room, ſoon found out my Caſe; apprized 
me of my Danger if I would not take Advice, and 
recommended me to his Brother John, Fellow of Lin- 
coln-Coll:ge, as more experienced in the ſpiritual Life. 
Gop gave me (Bleſſed be his holy Name !) a tcach- 
able Temper; I waited upon his Brother, with 
whom from that time I had the Honour of growing 
intimate. He adviſed me to reſume all my Externals, 
tho' not to depend on them in the leaſt. From time 
to time he gave me Directions as my various and pi- 
tiable State required; and at length by his excellent 
Advice ard Management of me, under Gop, I was 
delivered from thoſe Wiles ef Satan.—Praiſe the 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me praiſe 
his holy Name ! 

During this, and all other Seaſons of Temptation, 
my Soul was inwardly ſupported with great rage 
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and Reſclution from above.—Every Day Gop made 


me willing to renew the Combat, and tho* my Soul, 
when quite empty of Gop, was very prone to ſeek 
Satisfaction in the Creature, and ſometimes I fell into 
Senſuality, yet I was generally enabled to wait in 
Silence for the Salvation of God, or to perſiſt in 
Prayer, till ſome Beams of ſpiritual Light and Com- 
fort were vouchſafed me from on high. Thomas a 
Kempis, (ſince tranſlated and publiſhed by Mr. John 
Wefley) Caſtaniza's Combat, and the Creek Teſta- 
ment (every Reading of which 1 endeavoured to turn 
into a Prayer) were of great Help and Furtherance 
to me. On receiving the holy Sacrament, eſpecially 
before Trials, I have fonnd Grace in a very affecting 
Manner, and in abundant Meaſure fometimes impart- 
ed to my Sonl; an irrefragable Proof to me of the 
miſerable Deluſion of the Author of that called, The 
Plain Account of the Sacrament, which ſinks that holy 
Ordinance into a bare Memorial, who, if he obſti- 
nately refnſes the inſtruction of the Mcſt High, will 
doubtleſs, without Repentance, bear his Puniſhment, 
whoſoever he be. 
To proceed. I had now taken up my Externals 
again ;—and tho' Satan for ſome Weeks had been 
biting my Heel, Gop was pleaſed to ſhew me that 1 
ſhould ſoon bruiſe his Head. —A few Days after, as 
I was walking along, I met with a poor Woman, 
whoſe Huſband was then in Bocarde or Oxford Town- 
Goal, which I conſtantly viſited. Seeing her much 
diſcompoſed, I enquired the Cauſe.——She told me, 
not being able to bear the crying of her Children, 
ready to periſh for Hunger, and having nothing to 
relieve them, ſhe had been to drown herſelf, but was 
mercifully prevented, and ſaid ſhe was coming to my 
Room to inform me of it. ——1 gave her ſome im- 
mediate Relief, and deſired her to meet me at the 
Priſon with her Huſband in tlie Afternoon. —She came, 
and there Gop viſited them both by his free Grace; 
—ſhe was powerfully quickened from above; and 
when I had done reading, he came to me like the 
| C2 trembling 
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trembling Goaler, and graſping my Hand, cried out, 
« | am upon the Brink of Hell!“ From this 
Time forward both of them grew in Grace.—Gop, 
by his Providence, ſoon delivered him from his Con - 
finement. Tho” notorious Offenders againſt Gop 
and one another before, yet now they become Helps 
meet for each other in the great Work of their Sal- 
vation. —Tkey are both now living, and, I truft, 
will be my Joy and Crown of rejoicing in the great 
Day of our Lord 7eſts. | 

Scon after this the holy Seaſon of Lent came on, 
which our Friends kept very ſtrictly, eating no Fleſh 
during the fix Wecks, except on Saturdays and Sun- 
days. I abſtained frequently on Saturday, alſo, and 
ate nothing on the other Days, (except on Sunday 
but Sage-tea without Sugar, and coarſe Bread. 
conſtantly walked out in the cold Mornings, till Part 
of one of my Hands was quite black. — This with 
my continued Abſtinence, and inward Conflicts, at 
length ſo emaciated my Body, that at Paſſiun-week, 
finding I could ſcarce creep up Stairs, I was obliged 
to inform my kind Tutor of my Condition, who im- 
mediately ſent for a Phyſician to me. 

This cauſed no ſmall Triumph amongſt the Colle- 
gians, who began to cry out, “ What is his Faſting 
«© come to now ?”” But I rejoiced in this Reproach, 

knowing that tho“ I had been imprudent, and loft 
much of my Fleſh, yet I had neverthelefs increaſed 
in rhe Spirit. 

This Fit of Sickneſs continued upon me for ſeven 
Weeks, and a glorious Viſitation it was. The bleff. 
ed Spirit was all this Time purifying my Soul. 
All my former groſs and notorious, and even my 
Heart-ſins alſo, were now ſex home upon me, of 
which I wrote down ſome Remembrance immedi- 
ately, and confefled them before Gop, Morning and 
Evening.—Tho? weak I often ſpent two Hours in 
my Evening Retirements, and prayed over my Greez 
Teſtament and Biſhop Hall's moſt excellent Comemp- 
lations, every Hour that my Health would permit. 

About 
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out the End of the ſeven Weeks, and after I had 


been groaning under an unſpeakable Preſſure both of 
Body and Mind for above a Twelve-month; Gop 
was pleaſed to ſet me free in the following Manner. 
One Day, perceiving an uncemmon Drought, 
and a diſagreeable Clammineſs in my Mouth, and 

uſing Things to allay my Thirſt, but in vain, it was. 
ſuggeſted to me, that when J, Chriſt cried out, 
4 thirſt,” his Sufferings were near at an End. Up- 
on which, I caſt myſelf down on the Bed, crying out, 
I thirſt! 1 thirſt! and acted Faith upon a crucified, 
Feſus, bleeding for me in particular. Soon after 
this, I found and felt in myſelf, that I was delivered 

from the Burden that had ſo heaviiy oppreſſed me 
The Spirit of Mourning was taken from me, and I 

knew what it was truly to rejoice in Gop my Savi- 
aur, and, for ſome Time, could not avoid ſinging 
Pſalms wherever I was; but my Joy gradually be- 
came more ſettled, and, bleſſed be Gop, has abode 

and increaſed in my Soul (ſaving a few caſual Inter- 
miſſions) ever ſince !. 

Thus were the Days of my Mourning ended.—- 
After a long Night of Deſertion and Temptation, the 
Star, which I had ſeen at a Diſtance before, began 
to appear again, and the Day-Star aroſe in my Heart. 
Now did the Spirit of Gop take Poſſeſſion of my 
Soul, and, as | humbly hope, ſeal me unto the Day 
ef Redemption. "Ks, | 


| SECT. I. 
From the Time of my firſt leaving the Univer- 
| ſity to go to Glouceſter, till the Time of my 
S faſt as I got Strength after my Sickneſs, my 


Tutor, Phyſician, and ſome others, were till 
urging me to go into W hoping thereby 
3 to 
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to divert me, as they thought, from a too intenſe 


Application to Religion.—I had, for ſome Time, 


been aware of their Deſign, and wrote Letters, be- 
ſeeching my Mother, if the valned my Soul, not to 
lay her Commands on me to come down. She was 


pleaſed to leave me to my Choice; but finding at - 


laſt it was neceſſary for my Health, and many other 
providenttal Cireumſtances pointing out my Way, af- 
ter earneſt Prayer for Support, by the Advice of my 
Friends, I left my ſweet Ketirement at Oxford, and 
went to Glouceſter, the Place of my Nativity. 

Having now obtained Mercy from Gos, and receiv- 
ed the Spirit of Adoption in my Heart, my Friends 
were furprized to ſee me look and behave ſo chear- 
ſully, after the many Reports they had heard con- 
cerning me. However, I foon found myſelf to be as 
a Sheep ſent forth amongſt Wolves in Sheeps Cloath- 
ung: For they immediately endeavoured to diſſuade 
me (as they had lately done a Friend that began with 
me) from a conſtant Uſe of the Means of Grace, eſ- 
pecially from weekly Abſtinence, and receiving the 
dle ſſed Sacrament - But Gop enabled me to reſiſt 
them ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and by keeping cloſe to 
lm ir his holy Ordinances, I was made to triump 
over all. | 

Being un2ecuftomed for ſome Time to live with- 
out firitual Companions, and finding none that would 
join heartily with me, no, not one, I watched unto 
Prayer all the Day long, beſeeching GoD to raiſe 
me ſome religious Aſſociates in his own Way and 
Time. 

ce I ill endeavour either tofindor make a Friend, 
had been my Reſolution now for ſome Tune; and 
therefore, after importunate Prayer one Day, I reſol- 
ved to go to the Honfe of one Mrs. W———, to 
whom I had formerly read Plays, Spectators, Pope's 
Hemer, and ſuch like trifling Books, —hoping the Al- 
teration ſhe new would find in my Sentiments, might, 
under GoD, influence her Soul. —Gop was pleaſed 
do blefs the Viſit with the deſired Effect. She Ow 
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ed the Word gladly.— She wanted to be taught the 
Way of Gon more perfectly, and ſoon became a 
Fool for Chriſt's Sake. Not long after, Gop made 
me inſtrumental to awaken ſeveral young Perſons, 
who ſoon formed themſelves into a little Society, and 
had quickly the Honour of being deſpiſed at G/once- 
ſter, as we had been before them at Oxford: Thus, 
all that will live godly in 7eſus Chriſt, muſt ſuffer Per- 
ſecution. 

My Mind being now more open and enlarged, I 
began to read the holy Scriptures (upon my Knees) 
hying aſide all other Books, and praying over, if 
poſſible, every Line and Word. This proved Meat 
indeed, and Drink indeed, to my Soul.—1 daily re- 
ceived freſh Life, Light, and Power from above.— 
I got more true Knowledge from reading the Book of 
God in one Month, than I could Ever have acquired 
from Ali the Writings of Men.—Iin one Word, I 
found it profitable for Reproof, for Correction, for 


Inſtruction in Righteouſnels, every Way ſufficient to 


make the Man of Gop perfect, throughly furniſhed 
unto every good Word and Work. 

During my Abſence from Oxford, I ſpent three 
Weeks at Briſtol, whither I went to ſee ſome Rela- 
tions, but could not do them much Good, becauſe of 
the Prejudices they had conceived againſt me. —Howe 
ever, 1 daily walked with God, and going to viſit 
an Aunt, when in an Alms-honſe there, Gop brought 
in my Waya young Woman, who was hangering and 
thirſting after Righteouſneſs.— dhe received the Word 


into an honeſt and good Heart, and ſince has proved 


a true Follower of Fe/us Chriſt. —So gracious was 


the Lord, even in theſe my very early Days, not to 
leave himſelf without Witneſs, in that he hu, vouch- 
ſafed to bleſs my poor Endeavours in every Place 
whereto his Providence ow ſent me! 

According to his abundant Mercy he alſo raiſed me 
up ſome temporal Supplies. For ſome conſiderable 
Time I had followed the Example of Profeſſor Frank, 
and whenever I wanted any worldly Aſſiſtance, * 


( 32 ) 
ed the Scripture Promiſes for the Things of this Life, 
as well as that which is to come, in the Name of 
Fefus Chriſt. —This is ſtill my Practice, and I never 
yet failed of Succeſs.—When I came from ford, 
on account of my Sickneſs, and other extraordinary 
and unavoidable Expenees, I owed, I think, about 
twelve or thirteen Pounds; and when Iwent to Bri- 


ſtol, 1 was ſo poor, that I was obliged to borrow Ma- 


ney of my kind Hoſteſs, Mrs. H. „with whom 
I lodged at Glouceſter (and whoſe Huſband and Fa- 
mily I pray Go p eternally to bleſs) to bear my 
Charges on the Road. This, I bleſs Gop, did not 


diſhearten me; but I continued pleading the Pro- 


miſes in the Name of Chriſt, and ſoon after my com- 
ing to Briſlol I received an anſwer.—For a Brother 
of mine coming from Sea, Go inclined him to give 
me four Guineas, and ſome other neceſſaries. And 
when I returned to Clhouceſter (as I did after I had 
continued a ſhort Time at Briſto/) thoſe I expected 
ſhould aſſiſt me, did not; but Perions I never ſpoke 
to, and who, I thought, were my Enemies, were 
raiſed np to ſuppiy my Wants, and fulfil that Pro- 
miſe which 1 always pleaded, ** Seek firſt the King- 
4 dom of Gop and his Rigkteouſneſs, and all tlieſe 
Things ſhall be added unto you.“ 

Oh, what ſweet communion had I daily vouch- 
ſafed from Gop in Prayer after my coming again to 
Glouceſter How often have | been carried out be- 
yond myfelf when ſweetly meditating in the Fields ! 
Ho aſſuredly have | felt that Chri/t dwelt in me; 
and I in him, and now did I daily walk in the Cem- 
forts of the Holy Ghoſt, and was edified and refreſhed: 
in the Multitude of Peace! Not that I was always 
upon the Mount, ſometimes a Cloud would over- 
ſhadow me: But the Sun of Righteouſneſs quickly 
aroſe and diſpelled it, and I knew it was J7eſus Chriſt 
that revealed himſelf to my Soul. | 

I always obſerved, as my inward Strength increaſed, 
ſo my outward Sphere of Action increaſed proportion- 
ably.—ln a ſhert Time thereſore, I began to ey to 
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ſome poor People twice or thrice a Week.—1I like 
wiſe viſited two other little Societies beſides my own, 
and almoſt every Day, both then, and ſince, have 
found the Benefit of being tempted myſelſ, becauſe 
that alone taught me how to give proper Advice to 
thoſe that came to me when tempted. | 

Occaſionally, as Buſineſs and Op ity permit- 
ted, I generally viſited one or two ſick Perſons every 
Day, and tho' Silver and Gold I had little, of my 
own, yet, in Imitation of my Lord's Diſciples, whe 
intreated inthe Behalf of the fainting Multitude, | uſed 


to pray unto him; and he, from time to time, in- 


clined ſeveral that were rich in this World to give 
me Money ; ſo that I generally had a little Stock for 
the Poor always in my Hand. One of the Poor 
whom | viſited in this Manner, was called effectual- 
ly by Gop as at the eleventh Hour: She was a 
Woman about threeſcore Years old, and, I really 
believe, died in the true Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. 

About this Time GoDp was pleaſed to enlighten 
my Soul, and bring me into the Knowledge of his 
free Grace, and the Neceſſity of being juſtified in 
his Sight by Faith only ; this was more extraordina- 
ry, becauſe my Friends at Oxford had rather inclined 
to the Myſtic Divinity.—And one of them (a dear 
Servant of the Lord) lately confeſſed he did not like 
me ſo well when at Oxford, as the reſt of his Breth- 
ren, becauſe 1 held Juitification by Faith oz/y.—And 
yet he obſerved | had moſt ſucceſs. —But, bleſſed 
be Gop, moſt of us have now been taught this Doc- 
trine of Chriſt, and, I hope, ſhall be willing to die 
in the Defence of it. It is the good old Doctrine of 
the Church of £zg/ard; it is what the holy Martyrs 
in Queen Mary's Time ſealed with their Blood, 
and which, I pray Gop, if need be, that I and my 
Brethren may ſeal with ours. 

Burkit's and Henry's Expoſitions were of admirable 
Uſe to lead me into this, and all other Goſpel 


Truths. For many Months have I been almoſt all 
way- 
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viſit the Priſoners at 
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ways upon my Knees, to ſtudy and pray over thefe 
Books. — The Holy Spirit from time to time has led 
me into the Knowledge of divine I hings, and J have 
been directed, by watching and reading the Scripture 
in this Manner, even in the minuteft Circumſtances 
as plainly as the Jews were, when conſulting the 
Urim and Thummin: ut the High-Prieſt's Breaſt ! 

Allen's Alarm, Baxter's Cali to the Unconverted, 
and Jaueway's Life, which | read at leiſure Hours, 
much. benefited me. I bleſs Gop, the Partition- 


wall of Bigotry and Sect-religion was ſoon broken 


down in my Heart.—For as ſoon as the Love of 
Gop was ſhed abroad in my Soul, I loved all of 
whatever Denomination, that loved the Lord Jeſus 
in Sincerity of Heart. 

During my Stay here, Gop enabled me to give a 
public Teſtimony of my Repentance as to ſeeing 
and acting Plays.—For hearing the Strollers were 
coming to town,, and knowing what an egregious 
Otfender I had been, I wreſtled with Gop in Prayer 
to put me in a Way to manifeſt my Abhorrence of 
my former Sin and Folly. In anſwer to this, I was 
ftirred up to extract Mr. Law's excellent Treatiſe, 
intitled, The abſolute Unlawfulneſs of the Stage-En- 
tainment.—Gop gave me Favour in the Printer's 
Sight; and at my Requeſt he put a little of it in the 
News for fix Weeks ſucceſſively, and Gop was 
pleaſed to give it his Blefling. 

Having been abſent for about ſix Months from the 
Univerſity, I thought it Time to think of returning 
thither; but before I came to a Reſolution, was con- 
vinced of the contrary. 3 

At my firſt coming to Clouceſter, being uſed to 

Gaford, | prayed moſt earneſtly 
that Gop would open a Door for me to viſit the 
Priſoners here alſo. Quickly after, I dreamed that 
one of the Priſoners came to be inſtructed by me; 
and it was impreſſed much upon my heart.—In the 
Morning I went to the Door ef the County Goal; 

1 knocked, 


1 
I knocked, but no Body came to 8 thought 
the Hour was not yet come. —l ted ſtill 5 
God in Prayer, and in ſome Months after came a 
Letter from a Friend at Oxford, deſiring me to 
to one Pebworth, who was broken out of Oxſord 
Goal, and was retaken at Glouceſter. As ſoon as I 
read this Letter, it appeared to me that my Prayer was 


now anſwered. Immediately I went to the Priſon, 


afluredly gathering that the Lord called me thither.— 
I met with the Perſon, and finding him znd ſome 
' others willing to hear the Word of Gop, having gain- 
ed Leave of the Keeper and two Ordinaries, | con- 
ſtantly read to, and prayed with them every Day I 
was in town.—lI allo begged money for them, 
whereby I was enabled to releaſe ſome of them, and 
cauſe Proviſion to be diſtributed weekly amongſt them, 
as alſo to put ſuch Books into their Hands as | judged 
moſt proper. I cannot ſay any one of the Priſoners 
was effectually wrought upon; however, much Evil 
was prevented, many were convinced, and my own 
Soul was much edified and ſtrengthened i in the Love 
of Gop and Man. 

Thus employed I continued in my own City three 
Months longer. Deſpiſed indeed by Man, bat high- 
ly bleſſed by the Grace of Go y. My Underſtanding 
was enlightened, my Will broken, and my Aﬀec- 
tions more and more enlivened with a Zeal for Chriſt, 
— Many ſuch, I believe, were added to our little 
Society as hall be faved.—Freſh Supplies came from 
unexpected Hands to defray my Expences at the 
Vniverſity.— and at the end of nine Months I re- 
turned thither, to the mutual joy and Comfort of my 
Friends, till I was called to enter into Holy Orders. 
— The particular Circumſtances of which I ſhall re- 
late in the following Section. 
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SECT. IV. 
Of my Preparation for Holy Orders. 


ROM the Time I firft entered at the Univerſity, 
eſpecially from the Time 1 knew what was true 
and undefiled Chriſtianity, I entertained high Thoughts 
uf the Importance of the Miniſterial Office, and was 
not ſolicitous what Place ſhould be prepared for me, 
but How I ſhould be prepared for a Place. That 
Saying of the Apoſtle, ©* Not a Novice, leſt being 
95 buffed up with Pride, he fall into the Condemna- 
cc tion of the Devil; And that firſt Queſtion of our 
excellent Ordination Office, Do you truſt that you 
c are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
« upon yon this Office and Adminiſtration ?” uſed 
even to make me tremble whenever 1 thought of 
entering into the Miniſtry. The Shyneſs that Moſes 
and ſome other Prophets expreſſed, when Gop ſent 
them out in a public Capacity, I thought was ſuffi- 
cient to teach me not to run til I was called. 
He who knoweth the Hearts of Men, is Witneſs that 
I never prayed more earneſtly againſt any Thing, 
than I did againſt entering into the Service of the 
Church /e /50#.—Oſtertimes I have been in an Ago- 
ny in Prayer, when under Convictions of my Inſuth- 
ciency for ſo great a Work. — With ſtrong Cryings 
and Tears I have often ſaid, ©* Lord, I am a Youth 
& of uncircumciſed Lips; Lord, {end me not into 
cc thy Vineyard yet; And ſometimes I had Reaſon 
to think Gop was angry with me for reſiſting his 
Will. However, | was reſolved to pray thus, as 
long as I could. If Gop did not grant my Requeſt 
in keeping me out of it, I knew his Grace would be 
ſafficient to ſupport and ſtrengthen me whenever he 
{ent me into the Miniſtry. | 5 
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To my Prayers I added my Endeayeurs, and wrote 
Letters to my Friends at Oxford, hing them to 
pray to Go to diſappoint the Deſigns of my Coun- 
try Friends, who were for my taking Orders as ſoon 
as poſſible. Their anſwer was, Pray we the Lord 
« of the Harveſt to ſend thee and many more La- 
ce bourers into his Harveſt.” Another old and worthy 
Miniſter of Chriſt, when I wrote to him about the 
Meaning of the Word Novice, anſwered, it meant a 
Novice in Grace, and not in Years; and he was 
pleaſed to add, if St. Paul were then at Clonc:ſter, 
he believed St. Pau/ would ordain me.—All this did 
not ſatisfy me.—l ſtil! continued inſtant in Prayer 
againſt going into Holy Orders, and was not tho- 
roughly convinced it was the divine Will, till Gop, 
by his Providence, brought me acquainted with the 
preſent Biſhop of Glouceſter. 

Before I converted with his Lordſhip, Gop was 
pleaſed to give me previons Notice of it. Long ere 
I had the leaſt proſpect of being cailed before the Bi- 
ſhop, I dreamed one Night, I was talking with him 
in his Palace, and that he gave me ſome Gold, which 
ſeemed to ſound again in my hand. —Afterward this 
Dream would often come into mr Mind; and when- 
ever I ſaw the Biſhop at Church, a ſtrung Perſuaſion 
would ariſe in my Mind that. I ſhould very ſhortly 
go to him: I always checked it, and prayed to Gon 
to preſerve me from ever deſiring that honour Which 
cometh of Man.—One afternoon it happened that 
the Biſhop took a ſolitary Walk, (as I was told af- 
terwards) to the old Lady Se/wyr's near Ciauc ſter, 
who, not long before had made me a Preſent of a 
Piece of Gold. She, I found, recommended me to the 
Biſhop; and a few Days after, as I was coming from 
the Cathedral Prayers, thinking of no ſuch Thing, 
one of the Vergers called after me, and faid, the Bi- 
ſhop deſired to ſpeak with me, I forgetful at that 
Time of my Dream, immediately turned back, con- 
Aidering within myſelf "_ I had done to ä 
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his Lordſhip's Diſpleaſure. When I came to the 
Top of the Palace Stairs, the Biſhop took me by the 
Hand, told me he was glad to ſee me, and bid me 
to wait a little til] he had put off his Habir, and he 
would return to me again. This gave me an Op- 
portunity of praying to God for his Aſſiſtance, and 
adoring him tor his Providence over me. 

At his coming again into the Room, the Biſhop 
told me had heard of my Character, liked my Bc- 
haviour at Church, and enquiring my Age, Not- 
« withſtanding, ſays he, I have declared I would not 
% ordain any one under three and twenty, yet I 
« ſhall think it my Duty to ordain you whenever 
« you come for Holy Orders.“ He then made me 
a Preſent of Five Guineas to buy me a Book, which 
ſoundieg again in my Hand, put me in mind of my 
Dream; whereupon my Heart was filled with a 
Senſe of Gop's Love. | 

Before I came home this News had reached my 
Friends; who, being fond of my having ſuch a great 
Man's Favour, were very ſolicitous to know ihe 
Event of my Viſit. Many Things I hid from them; 
but when they preſſed me hard, I was obliged to 
to tell them how the Biſhop, of his own Accurd, had 
offered to give me Holy Orders whenever I would. 
On which they, knowing how I had depended on 
the Declaration his Lordſhip had made ſome Time 
ago, that he would ordain none under three and 
twenty, ſaid, —and I then began to think myſell, 
« That if I held out any longer, I ſhould fight 
« againſt Gop.” —At length I came to a reſolution, 
by Gop's Leave, to offer mylelf for Holy Orders 
the next Ember - days. | 

The only Thing now in Diſpute was, into what 
Part of my Lord's Vineyard I ſhould be ſent to la- 
bour firſt. —-G o Þ had given me much Succeſs in 
Clouceſter; and my Friends being deſirous of havin 
me near them, I had Thoughts of ſettling amongſt 
them. But when I came to Cra, my Friends. 

urged 
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urged ſeveral Reaſons for my continning at the Uni- 
verſity.—“ The Mr. Weſfleyzs had not long been 
gone abroad, and now no one was left to take 
Care of the Priſon Affairs, &c.” They further 


urged, © That Gop had bleſſed my Endeavours there 


« as well as at Clouceſter; that the Univerſity was 
« the Fountain head, that every Gownſman's Name 
% was Legion, and that if I ſhould be made inſtru- 


©: mental in converting one of them, it would be as 


cc much as converting a whole Pariſh.” At the ſame 
Time (unknown to me) ſome of them ſent to that 
great and good man, the late Sir 70h: Phillips, who 
was a great Encourager of the Oxford Methodiſts ; 
and tho” he had never ſeen, but only heard of me, 
yet he ſent Word he would allow me thirty Pounds 
a year, if I would continue at the Univerſity, Upon 
this, finding the Care of the Priſoners would be 
no more than under God I could undertake with 
Pleaſure, and knowing the Univerſity was the beſt 
Place to proſecute my ſtudies. I reſolved, Gop 
willing, to wait at Oxford for a Bleſſing on the firſt 
Fruits of my miniſterial Labours. 

In the mean while, having before made ſome Ob- 
ſervations upon the Thirty nine Articles, and proved 
them by Scripture, I ſtrictly examined myſelf by the 
Qualifications required for a Miniſter in St. Paula 
Epiſtle to Timothy, and alſo by every Queſtion that I 
knew was to be publicly put to me at the Time of 
my Ordination. Thzs latter I drew out in Writing 
at large, and ſealed my Approbation of it every Sun- 
day at the bleſſed Sacrament.— At length Trinity- 
Sunday being near at hand, and having my Teſth 
monials from the College, I went a Fortnight before 
hand to Glouceſter, intending to compoſe ſome Ser- 
mons, and to give mylelf more particularly to 
Prayer. 

But God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts. — 
When I came to C/ouceſter, notwithſtanding I ſtrove 
and prayed for ſeveral Days, and had Matter enough 


D 2 n 


$1.45 a 
in my leart, yet I was ſo reſtrained that I could 
not compett ny thing at all. I mentioned my 
Caſe to one Cic gyman. , He ſaid, © I was an En- 
ec thuſiaſt.“ 1 wrote to another who was.experien- 
ced in the divine Life; he gave me ſome Reaſons 
why Gop migit deal with me in that Manner, aud 
withal promiſed me his Prayers.—1 joined with him 
in inportanate Supolication to know whether this 
Reflraint was of Cr or not? At laſt, in read- 
ing Mr. Hur, upon the is of the Apeſiles, this 
Paſſage was much preſſed upon my Heart, © We ef- 
& ſayed to go into Bitl inia, but the Spirit ſuffered us 
cc t. Locking a little farther, I found a Quota» 
tion out of £z:4:el, wherein Gop ſaid to that young 
Prophet, juſt after he had given him a divine and 
blic Commiſſioa, Thor Fatt be dumb, but when 
« | ſpeat unte thee, then ſhalt thin ſpeak.” This 
made me quite eaiy, Ihe Remainder of the Fort- 
night I ſpent in reading the icycral Miſſions of the | 
Prophets and Apoſtlcs, and wreitled with Gop to 
give me Grace to follow the ir goed Examples. 
About three Days before the Time appointed for 
Ordination the Biſhop came to Town. The next | 
Evculig I ſent his Lordihip an Abſtract of my private | 
Examination upon theſe two Queſtions, ** Do you 
& truſt that y94 are inwardly mob d by the Holy Ghoſt | 
ce to tare upon you this Office and Adminiſtration 2* 
And, e jou call:d according to the Will of our 
& Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Laws ef this Realm? | 
The next Morning I waited on the Biſhop. He re- | 
ceived me with much Love, telling me, He was | 
« glad I wa come that he was fatisfied with the | 
ce P. eparation 1 had made, and with the Allowance 
ce giyen me by Sir John I þi/ips. 1 bad myſelf (faid 
cc he) made Proviſion for you of two little Pariſhes, 
| ee but ſince you choote to be at Oxford, I am very 
f ce well pleaſed. —TI doubt not but you will do much 
& good. —Upon this I took my Leave, abaſhed 
with Gop's Goodneſs to ſuch a Wretch, but withal 
exceed» 
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exceedingly rdjoiced, that in every Circumſtance he 
made my way into the Miniſtry ſo very plain before 
my Face! A 

This, I think, was on Friday. The Day follaw- 

ing I continued in Abſtinence and Frayen —In / che 
Evening I retired to a Hill near the Town, and 
prayed, ferveſſtly for about two Hours, in Behalf af 
myſelf and thoſe that were to be ordained with 
me. 
On Surday Morning I rofe early, and prayed over 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to Timothy, and more particularly 
over that Precept, Let no one deſpiſe thy Youth.” 
— When I went up to the Altar, I could think of 
nothing but Samuel ſtanding a little Child before 
the Lord, with a Linen Ephod.—When the Biſhop 
laid his Hands upon my Head, my Heart was melted 
down, and I offered up my whole Spirit, Soul and 
Body, to the Service ef Gop's Sanctuary I read 
the Goſpel, at the Biſhop's Command, with power, 
and afterward ſealed the good confeſſion I had made 
beſore many Witneſſes, by partaking of the holy 
Sacrament of our Lord's moſt bleſſed Body and 
Blood ! Wk, 

Being reſtrained from Writing, as was before ab- 
ſerved, I could not preach in the Afternoon, though 
much ſolicited thereto. But I read Prayers to the 
poor Priſoners, being willing to let the firſt Act of my 
miniſterial office be an Act of — 1 

The next Morning, waiting upon Gop in Prayer, 
to know what he ws. h do, theſe Words, 
t ſpeak gut, Paul,” came with great Power to my 
Soul. Immediately my Heart was enlarged, —Gop 
ſpake to me by his Spirit, and I was no longer 
dumb—1 finiſhed a Sermon I had in hand ſome Time 
before, I began another, and preached the Sunday 
following to a very crowded Audience, with as much 


Freedom as though I had been a Preacher for ſome 
Years. | ; 
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Oh the unſpeakable Benefit of reading tothe Poor, 
and excrcifmg our Talents while Students at the Uni- 
verſity ? Such previcus Acts are very proper to pre- 
pare us for the Work of cur Lord, and make us not 
unapt to teach in a more, public manner.—It is re- 
markable that our Lord ſent out his Apoſtles on ſhort 
Miſſions, beſore they were ſo ſolemnly authoriſed at 
the Day of Pentecoſt. Would the Heads and Tutors 
of our Univerſities follow his Example, and, inſtead 
of diſcouraging their Pupils from doing any Thing of 
this Nature ſend them to viſit the Sick and the bri- 
ſeners, and to pray with, and read practical Books 
of Religion to the Poor, they would find ſuch Ex- 
erciſes of more Service to them, and to the Church of 
Gop, than a// their private and publick Lecrures put 
together. 

Thus Gop dealt with my Soul. — At the ſame 
Time by his gracious Providence, he ſupplied me 
with all Things needful for my Body alſo.— For he 
inclined the Bithop's Heart to give me five Guineas 
more, and by this Time, a Quarter's Allowance was 
due to me from Sir Joh»: Phillips, both which Sums 
pat together, fully ſerved to defray the Expences of 
my Or dination, and taking my Batchelor's Degree, 
which was conterred on meat Oxford the Week after 
my being ordained, when 1 was about one and twenty 
Years of Age. 

Tneſe Changes, from a Servitor to a Batchelor of 
Arts, from a common Drawer to a Clergyman, were 
no doubt Temptations to think more highly of myſelf 
than I ought to think; aud ſome were therefore jea- 
lous over me, as I trutt they always will be, with a 
gadly jealouſy; Gop, who is rich in Mercy thereby 
torewarned me of my Danger, ſtirred up my Heart 
to pray againſt ſpiritual Pride, and kept me (as I 
hope he will to the End) in ſome mealure always 
humbled before him! 

Thus did Go, by a Variety of unforſeen Acts of 
Trovidence and Grace, train me up for, and at len 
intreduce me into the Service of his Church. 
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What has happened to me ſince that Time, eſpe- 
cially for theſe two laſt years, is ſo known as to need 
no Repetition; however, as I had freedom in my- 
ſelf, and Leiſure from my miniſterial Employ, I ſhall 

hereafter relate Go D's further Dealings with my 
Soul, and how he ied me into my — Way of 
acting. . o 

In the mean while, my dear Reader, whoſoever 

thou art, I pray Gop what | have now written may 


not prove #Saviour of Death unto Death, but a Sa- | 


viour of Life unto Life unto my Soul! Many, I 
fear, thro' Ignorance, Prejudice, and Unbelief, when 
they read this, will contradict and blaſphenie. Be 
not thou of this Number; but if thou art yet unin- 
fected with the Contagion of the World, | pray Gop 
to keep thee ſo: For (believe me) innocence is bet- 
ter than Repentance; and tho' Sin may afford thee 
ſome brutiſh preſent Pleaſure, yet the Remembrance 
of it afterwards is exceeding bitter.— If thou art 
immerſed in Sin as I was, take no Encouragement 
from me to coatinne in it on the one Hand, nor de- 
ſpair of Mercy on — Gop's Goodneſs 
to me lead thee alſo epentance. The ſame Lord 
is rich unto ALL that call upon him through Faith in 
Chrift Jus. I through divine Grace I have done 
any Thing Praiſe-worthy, net unto me, not unto me, 
but unto Go p give all the Glory !—if thou art a- 
wakened to a ſenſe of the divine Life, and art hun- 
gering and thirſting after that Righteouſneſs which is 
by Faith only in 7% Chriſt, and the In-dwelling of 
his blefſed Spirit in thy Heart, think it not abſolutely 
neceſſary to paſs through all the Temptations that 
have beſet me round about on every Side.—lIt is in 
the ſpiritual as in the natural Life; ſome feel more, 
others leſs, but all experience ſome Pangs and Tra- 
vails of Soul, ere Chriſt Fe/u5 is ſormed within 
them. If GoDp deals with thee in a more gentle 
Way, yet ſo as that a thorough Work of Converſion 
is effected in thy Heart, thou oughteſt to be excced- 
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ing thankful. —Or if he ſhould lead thee through 4 
longer Wilderneſs than I have paſſed through, thou 
needeſt not complain.— The more thou art 4zmbled 
not, the more thou ſhalt be exalted hereafter. One. 
Taſte of Chriſt's Love in the Heart, will make Amends 
for all. And if thou haſt felt the Powers of the World 
to come, and been made a Partaker, of the Holy Ghoſt, 
I know thou wilt rejoice, and give thanks for what 
Gop has done for thy Sou]. —To conclude ; may all 
that peruſe theſe few Sheets be asmuch affected alter- 
nately with Grief and Joy. in reading, as 1 have been 
in writing them; they will then have the deſired 
Effect, and cauſe many Thankſgivings to be offered 
in my Behalf to that God who has called me out of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light? And that thou, 
O Reader, whoever thou art, mayeſt experience the 
like and greater Bleſſings, is the hearty Prayer of 
thy Soul's Friend and Servant, 


Groret WHITFIELD. 


? A HYMN. 


N. 
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1. 7 KEEN all thy Mercies, O my COD, 
; My rifing Soul ſurveys, 
My, my could Heart, art thou not loft 
| In Wonder, Love, and Praiſe ? 


D. Thy Provid:nce my Life ſuſtain'd, 
And all my Wants redreſt, s 
While in the ſilent Womb ] lay, 
| And hung upon the Breaſt. 


3. To all my weak Complaints and Cries 
Thy Mrcy lent an Ear; 
Ee yet my feeble Thoughts had learn'd 
To form themſelves in Prayer. 


4. Unnumber'd Comforts on my Soul, 
Thy tender Care beſtow'd, 
L Before my Infant Heart conceiv'd 
From whom thoſe Comforts flow'd. 
5. When 


5. When in i perry Paths of ro 
. With al Steps Iran, 
Wine Arm un | 
And led me up to Man, 


6. Toro? Madden Dangers, Toils, * Deaths, 
* It gently clear d my Vay, 
And toro the pleaſing Snare, of Vice, 
More to be fear d than hey. 2 


gen conveyed me ſufe, 


- 


7. Ten thouſand thouſand precig Gifts 
My daily Tae | if 
Nor is the leaſt chearful Heart, * A 
That taſtes thoſe Gifts with qu. 


8. Thro' ed'ry Period of my Life ** 
Thy Caggzeſ tif purſue, 

And after in diſtant Worlds 

The pleaſing Theme renew. 


9. 7M all Eternity to t 2 * 
M grateful Song I ll gaifey+ 


But C Eternity's too *© 33 
To utter all thy Pr . 9 


* PF 
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